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YACHT CLUB & MARINA

Your Multi-Media

" We Can Meet ALL
. Advertising Needs!

- A .-
P.O. Box 757, Langley, OK 74350 @
998-782-4408 wWww. grand-chronicle. mmK
E-mail: grandchr@grand-chronicle.com

Your #1 Source For All the
OnGrand Lake

www.grandlakechamber.org
www.grandlakeaction.com
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South Grand Lake Municipal Airport
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. PAINTS PLUS
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Autobody Shap Supplies
Boat Building & Refinishing Supplies
Industrial Abrasives, Paints & Equipment

603 E. 4th Street, Stover MO 65078
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Pensacola Dam [5 listed on the
Nationz| Reqister of Histores Place

Far more information email
tours@grda.com

o call 918.782.9594.




Yellow Jacket times 3

By Don and Kathy Parker

Some old habits are just hard to break. In 1973, when sons Kimball and Mitchell
were 6 and 3, we discovered a 14’ Yellow Jacket Riviera molded plywood boat
deserted in a Nebraska marina without an engine, but in superb condition. We
made an offer that was accepted, towed it home and began to give it a little TLC.
We soon began planning a trip to Lake Okoboji in Northwestern lowa. That trip
uncovered a 30 hp Johnson of the same year at a local dealer and so began our
love affair with old wooden boats, and Yellow Jackets in particular. That first
Yellow Jacket Riviera is shown here with the boys.

\

Some 30 or so years later the second 14’ Yellow Jacket found its way to
our home. This one was a 1956 Catalina model and needed a more
dedicated restoration effort including stripping the existing finish,
bleach, some wood replacement, stain and 10 coats of varnish. It was
. completed just in time for display at the 4™ Annual ACBS International
Show held at Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri in 2005. | am sure that
during that event we must have heard of at least 200 folks that
“learned to ski behind a boat just like that”, or “my uncle’s cousin had
a boat just like that”.

And finally, we have spent part of this last year restoring our third Yellow Jacket, another 14 foot Riviera, this
one a 1958 vintage. This boat had obviously endured many hardships during the first 50 years, and much of
the time it must have been subjected to some tough Oklahoma summers and winters. So, in addition to the
stripping, bleaching, staining and 10 coats of varnish, we replaced the mahogany plywood decks and
reupholstered the seats. The 35 horse Johnson engine is from the same year and is original to the boat.

Before

A little history — The Yellow Jacket Boat Company was in business in Denison, Texas for 10 years from 1949 to
1959. The company was founded by R. A. McDerby and one of the owners of the company was none other
than Roy Rogers, of Dale Evans and Roy Rogers fame. You may remember seeing Roy in some of their ads in
the 1950’s, that is, if you are old enough to remember the 1950’s.

In the beginning the hulls were molded by a company in Canada and shipped to
Texas for finishing. Most of the boats were in the 12 to 16 foot size and were
powered by 25 to 40 hp outboard engines. A limited number of boats were
powered by a Fageol Products Company inboard engine.

So, tume will tell, but surely there must be another Yellow Jacket somewhere in our future!
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